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The Public Health Conference of Iowa, presented by Brain Health Now, is a must-attend
virtual event for all Iowans who work in public health, environmental health, primary care,
health promotion, health education, laboratory sciences and more! Conference attendees
receive profession-specific knowledge and exposure to other disciplines within public
health. PHCI aims to bring together public health experts from national, state and local
levels during keynote sessions, concurrent session presentations, and poster
presentations to share best practices and lessons learned from the field. Conference
attendees will have the opportunity to enjoy wellness breaks, a virtual exhibitor hall, and
opportunities to connect virtually with public health friends. See the pages below for more
information! 

The conference theme Public Health in Action: Taking on a Pandemic, Health Equity,
Natural Disasters and More! highlights the critical role that public health professionals play
in our community. This year has shown not just the need for a robust workforce, but the
resiliency and dedication of those in the field and our partners. The PHCI will be the first
opportunity we have to celebrate all that we have been through during the pandemic,
derecho, and calls for racial justice that defined 2020. 
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Who We Are

 Iowa Counties Public Health Association (ICPHA)
 Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH)
 Iowa Environmental Health Association (IEHA)
 Iowa Public Health Association (IPHA)
 Iowa Rural Health Association
 University of Iowa College of Public Health (U of I CPH)
 University of Iowa Division of Child and Community Health
(DCCH) 

The following organizations work together as 
partners to plan the Public Health Conference of Iowa: 

Who Should Attend
Boards of Supervisors   
Boards of Health
Dental Hygienists
Dentists
Dietitians
Environmental Health
Specialists and Community
Planners 
Family Physicians    
Health Educations
Individuals that are interested in
assuring the health of
individuals, families and
communities 
Laboratory Scientists
Mental Health Professionals

Nurses
Other Allied Health 
 Professionals  
Pediatricians
Pharmacists
Public Health Administrators
Social Workers
Statisticians   
Students in Public Health,
Health

Substance Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Staff

Education/Promotion,
Environmental Sciences,
Community and Regional
Planning 



Presenting Sponsor

General Session Sponsors

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Daily Decompress Sponsor
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Morning Wellness Sponsor

Walking Session SponsorStudent Sponsor



Focus Area Sponsors

Thank you to our Sponsors!
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Outcomes (ECHO) NIH Research and is a leader in the Cancer-Free Economy Network. Ms.
Witherspoon is also a Board member for the Pesticide Action Network of North America, the
Environmental Integrity Project, and serves on the Maryland Children's Environmental Health
Advisory Council. 
Ms. Witherspoon has held past appointments on the NIH Council of Councils, Science Advisory
Board for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry, and the Children's Health Protection Advisory Committee for the Environmental Health
Sciences Council and the Institute of Medicine's Environmental Health Sciences Roundtable. Ms.
Witherspoon has a variety of publications and has the distinct honor of having one of CEHN's
leadership awards, the Nsedu Obot Witherspoon (NOW) Youth Leadership Award, named in her
honor. She is also the recent recipient of the William R. Reilly Award in Environmental Leadership
from the Center for Environmental Policy at American University. 
Ms. Witherspoon has a B.S. in Biology Pre Med from Siena College and a M.P.H. in Maternal and
Child Health from The George Washington University, School of Public Health and Health Services.
She is a proud mom to four children!

6

Keynote Speakers

David Dyjack, Dr.PH, CIH

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, MPH
Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, MPH, serves as the Executive Director for the
Children's Environmental Health Network (CEHN), where her responsibilities
include successfully organizing, leading, and managing policy, education/training,
and science-related programs. For the past 20 years, she has served as a key
spokesperson for children's vulnerabilities and the need for their protection,
conducting presentations and lectures across the country. 
She is a leader in the field of children's environmental health, serving on the
External Science Board for the Environmental Influences on Child Health 

David T.Dyjack, Dr.PH, CIH is Executive Director & CEO of the National
Environmental Health Association (NEHA), a position he has held since May
2015. He contributes to many national and international advisory committees
in public health covering the broad menu
of capacity building initiatives inclusive of adult continuing professional
education, formal academic degrees, emergency preparedness, &
environmental health. Throughout his career Dave has worked in over 

50 countries, most recently in the Congo, South Sudan, and post-earthquake Haiti.  Under his
leadership, NEHA has established a presence in Washington D.C. in support of efforts to influence
national policy, launched a new association learning management system and new client relations
management system, among other improvements intended to support the professional growth and
connectivity of the individual practitioner. Dr. Dyjack earned a doctorate in public health from the
University of Michigan, an MSPH from the University of Utah, and is a board certified industrial
hygienist (CIH).



Prior to this, he worked at Mission Neighborhood Health Center in San Francisco as
Director of Health Education, where he managed the health education programs in the HIV,
Adult Medicine, Women's, and Teen clinics. Before arriving in California, he was an
Associate Director for Quality Management at Bellevue Hospital Center in New York City. 
He is also the founder and Executive Director of the Welcome Back Initiative (WBI), a
program to assist immigrant health professionals already living in the U.S. through the
necessary steps to enter the U.S. health workforce. The WBI currently includes centers in
California, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Washington, Maryland, New York, Colorado,
Pennsylvania, and Maine. In 2011, it received the E Pluribus Unum prize from the Migration
Policy Institute. The program has served more than 17,000 people from 168 countries and
has assisted thousands in joining the U.S. health workforce. 
He is a founding member of the steering committee of IMPRINT, a coalition of organizations
working to promote and implement best practices in the integration of immigrant
professionals. He has advised the White House Domestic Policy Council on the economic
integration of foreign-trained professionals and has served as an expert panelist on this
topic at national and international fora.
In 2011, he received the "Champion of Health Professions Diversity" award from The
California Wellness Foundation and was recognized by the White House as a "Champion of
Change" for his work on immigrant integration. He is an active APHA member and has
served, among other roles, as Executive Board chair. In 2012, he received the Henry J.
Montes President's Award from APHA's Latino Caucus for his work with the Latino
community. 
Fernández-Peña earned his medical degree from the National Autonomous University of
Mexico, and his master's degree in Public Administration from New York University.
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Keynote Speakers, Cont'd
José Ramón Fernández Peña, MD, MPA

José Ramón Fernández-Peña, MD, MPA, is the Director of Health
Professions Advising at Northwestern University, where he leads the
university's efforts to support students interested in pursuing careers in
the health sector. 
Previously, Fernández-Peña was an Associate Professor (now
Emeritus) and the Associate Chair in the Department of Health
Education at San Francisco State University, where his work focused on
health workforce diversity and cross-cultural communication in health. 



Akwi Nji

voice artist, performer, and producer her collaborative partners include Emmy-award
winning composers and nationally-renowned dancers and choreographers.
While engaged in a fulfilling and successful art career, she also works with companies and
organizations as a keynote speaker on the topics of art as place-making; storytelling as
effective marketing; pattern disruption; and the intersection of art, economy, and civic
wellness.
 Akwi was born in Iowa City, Iowa, and raised in Cameroon, Africa. Her experiences as a
Cameroonian and Cameroonian American inform her work as she explores the intersections
of gender, parenthood, race, tensions between "outsider" and "insider", and concepts of
geographical and spiritual home. She lives in the Midwest with her two daughters, a dog,
and two cats. The stage is her first love, art her truest home.

Akwi creates as a writer, performer, and visual artist. Her work and
words have appeared on stage from California's Wine Country to New
York's Fashion Week. She is a former Iowa Arts Council Fellow,
founder of The Hook, creator of The Remoir Project, and a champion
of the artist and the arts through her role as producer of multi-media
arts events in the Midwest.
 Her visual art serves as manifestations of her exploration of race,
gender, Black history as American history, and a parallelism of current
social issues with their historical and cultural counterparts. As a writer, 

Keynote Speakers, Cont'd
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Schedule at a Glance
More information about the conference available at
https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/. Find the full
schedule and session details on the conference event platform. 

https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/
https://homebase.map-dynamics.com/iowapha2020/dashboard
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The registration fee (minus a $25 administrative fee) is refundable for cancellations received
in writing by Monday, March 29 (3/29/2021). No refunds will be allowed after that date.
Registrations are transferable to another person. All submitted registrations are considered
a contract for payment.

To cancel or transfer a registration, you must send email notice to Andrea Kruger at
andrea@assoc-mgmt.com.

The conference will take place virtually through the MapDynamics event app. The
MapDynamics app offers a fully-contained digital event venue that makes it fun to
participate and easy to find the session, speaker, vendor, sponsor, or attendee you're 

looking for. You can access conference and schedule information leading up to
the conference here.

Attendees will be able to access the exhibit hall, poster session videos and all
conference content through the MapDynamics platform. All sessions will be
presented live via Zoom, unless noted. 

Prior to the conference, attendees will receive log-in credentials for the secured
side of the app, which will include Zoom links. Registration fees must be paid
before log-in credentials will be sent.   

Registration Information
All registrations must be submitted online. 
Register at https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/

*Must be logged in to IPHA site to receive discount
**Membership will be verified upon registration. If you are not a current IEHA member, your
registration will be changed to non-member rate

Cancelations and Refunds

Virtual Conference Platform - Map Dynamics

https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/
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We Need Your Photos
We would like to highlight action shots of the work you do in public
health! We will be accepting digital photographs for the Celebration of
Public Health slideshow presented at the conference. Please email a 

Continuing Education & Contact Hours Credits

Dental 
Dietetics    
Entry-level CHES (Certified Health Education Specialists)
Nursing    
PACE (Professional Acknowledgement for Continuing Education) 
Social Work
Environmental Health: NEHA (National Environmental Health Association) 

Applications for credit approval are being submitted for the following:

The MapDynamics platform will be updated with information on approved credit hours for
each application. 
Details on how attendees can receive credit hours will be available on the conference
website. 

Sponsors and Exhibitors
Organizations that directly apply to or support public health have been invited to sponsor
and/or exhibit at the conference. We highly encourage attendees to network with exhibitors
virtually and learn more about what is being offered in the public health space. In addition, if
you know of a company or organization that would benefit from becoming a sponsor and/or
exhibitor, please share the information on our website
https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/

high-resolution photo to Andrea Kruger at andrea@assoc-mgmt.com no later than Monday,
March 15 for inclusion in the slideshow. 
All submissions should include consent from individuals identifiable in the photo(s) for
publications in the slideshow and use by the conference, Iowa Public Health Association for
Iowa Environmental Health Association for future promotional purposes.

https://www.iowapha.org/phconferenceiowa/
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Students
Students studying public health and related fields are encouraged to
attend the Public Health Conference of Iowa. It is an excellent
professional learning and networking opportunity. Volunteer 

Other Events
Networking with Sponsors & Exhibitors
Throughout the conference week, attendees will be able to network with sponsors and
exhibitors. We highly encourage attendees to utilize down time to their full capacity to learn
more about what is being offered in the public health space. Making strong connections
benefits your organization and helps your continued growth. 

Posters
Professionals and students participated in an intensive abstract selection process to allow
their poster to be on display during the conference. It is highly encouraged that attendees
make time to view these posters, as well as, talk and network with the poster presenters.

Daily Decompress 
Participants are encouraged to attend the Daily Decompress sessions, sponsored by the Bill
Menner Group. After a day of attending educational sessions, the Daily Decompress will
allow participants to reflect on the key points from the day, as well as relax before
transitioning into their evening routine. 

Morning Wellness
Attendees can begin their day with our Morning Wellness sessions. A variety of yoga, chair
exercises, mindfulness work and dietician talks will be available. Check the full schedule for
details.  

Walking Sessions
Walking sessions will be available for participants on-demand. There are two 45-minute
blocks built into the conference schedule, to allow participants the opportunity to listen to
podcasts created for this conference, while enjoying a nice walk in their preferred location. 

opportunities may also be available for students for individual sessions. Please contact
Andrea Kruger at AndreaK@assoc-mgmt.com if interested. 

Please reach out to our conference coordination team with questions 
(515) 282-8192 or andrea@assoc-mgm.com


